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Tikkun Olam In Action

My name is Maya Spencer, I am
11 years old and I live in
California.
My mom’s name is Bronwyn and
her side of the family, the Shers,
come from Cape Town. My
granny, Barbara Sher, aunts,
uncle and cousins live in Cape
Town too, so we come as often as
we can to visit. It was two years
ago, on one of our trips to South
Africa, that we chose to take a
‘Township Tour’ in Langa. One of
our stops was the Dalukhanyo
Pre-School.

This is an article from a recent
issue of the Cape Jewish
Chronicle, which describes
Maya's mission for the
Dalukhanyo Pre-School. It is
wonderful that Maya, and
Bronwyn her mother, are
acting in this way and a great
encouragement to LTPT that
others are so involved.

As we walked in, it struck me how different it was to what I
remember of my pre-school class. It was there and then that I
made a decision: I wanted to do a project that I hoped would
change the lives of many children.
I will be having my Bat Mitzvah in December 2013, and I believe
it is my responsibility to try and give back through Tikkun Olam,
healing the world. I recognised that the children at Dalukhanyo
had almost nothing with which to learn. The basics were non-
existent — simple things like paper, markers, crayons, glue,
puzzles and scissors to mention just a few things. It made me
realise how fortunate I am, and how much I take for granted.
In deciding that my mission was to help the school with some
much-needed school supplies and other things, I wrote a letter to
friends and family explaining my cause. I asked them to please
support me in collecting school supplies and donations. My mom
helped me out and even posted it on her Facebook page. I was
determined to make my vision a success. Ø



150kg of school supplies and
R12,000 was donated by my
American friends. We arrived
in Cape Town at the beginning
of July with these donations
and ready to continue the
journey that I started. When
we arrived, we went to visit
the school again to determine
what else was needed in
addition to what I had already
been given. I also sent my
letter to friends and family as
well as to major companies in
Cape Town.
We met with some very generous
donors. With another  R14,000,
we managed to purchase rugs to
cover the icy floors; mattresses
and sheets for portable cots;
blinds; bookshelves; storage
cabinets to keep many of our
supplies; medicine; blankets;
nappies; baby wipes; sitting
tables, a play washing machine
and a play stove; food items;
vegetable seeds for their
vegetable patch; and
kitchenware to help make feeding
all these children a little easier.

We had spent the past few
weeks shopping for these
supplies and getting things
ready for the big day. I love to
be organised, so we sorted all
of our school supplies into
shoe boxes and clearly
labeled each one. This way, it
would be easier to reach into
the storage cabinets and
simply take out whatever
might be needed.
The big day of my handover
finally arrived! I woke up
feeling nervous and excited.
We arrived in Langa in good
time as we needed to unload
the smaller things and meet
some of the delivery trucks
that were transporting the
larger items. I was beaming
with pride as the goods were
unloaded. The room was
filling up with cabinets,
carpets, food and all the
school supplies. It was all
coming together! I breathed a
sigh of relief and stood back —
wow, this really is going to
make a difference!

I am planning to start an
education foundation in South
Africa that I will call Maya’s
Mission. I am really proud of
my accomplishment. I have
gained so much from this
experience. I have learned
that giving can feel better
than receiving. If we give
people the tools to succeed,
they have a greater chance of
reaching their potential. With
the right tools, everything
becomes possible. I hope that
by assisting these children to
develop their own love of
learning, I have given each
one of them more of a chance
to be the very best that they
can be and that I have
inspired them to want to learn.



Eighteen of us, including the
Deputy Mayor of Dacorum,
Councillor Allan Lawson and
Mrs Wendy Lawson attended this
dinner, chatting during the
reception and eating one of
Alberto's delicious Italian meals.
Councillor Lawson, speaking at
the end of the meal, mentioned
that he had spent several years in
eastern Africa. Through
supporting the education of some
children there he had
experienced how vital this is to
them.
He was particularly pleased,
therefore, that the Langa
Township Pre-Schools Trust had
been set up and that its on-going
priorities are food and clothing.

Subscription Dinner at Alberto's

Harvest of Hope last had a price rise in October
2011, since when rising costs have not been
passed on to members - LTPT as a customer is a
member.
From October 2013 the medium box price (LTPT
purchases weekly 10 boxes of these vegetables)
has gone up from R105 weekly to R121.
However, if we were to pay six months ahead
(October to March) the increase would only be 6%.
LTPT has agreed to this option which benefits us
and also, as we have been told: 'the Cape Flats
urban farmers who are assured of an income'.

Harvest of Hope
and Finances

Christmas Supper Dance

These tickets are
going pretty well for this
Hemel Hempstead Party on
6th December. If you haven't ordered, and
you want to come, please contact us by
phone or e-mail.



Numbers being light, we have
cancelled the November
subscription dinner at the
Saffron Restaurant, but still
have 22nd January in the
diary for the dinner at
Restaurant 65 in the

High Street, which was a
big success last year. Please let

us know early if you want to attend.

Langa Township Pre-School Trust UK
91 Highfield Lane,
Hemel Hempstead
Herts. HP2 5JE
Tel: 01442 257920
email: chairman@ltpt.org.uk
www.ltpt.org.uk

22

JAN

Pam and Gordon Gaddes will be escaping the
English winter for February and March this year,
staying in Fish Hoek on False Bay close to Cape
Town.
This is to be a holiday, but they will use some of the
time to see how pre-schooling in Langa Township
can be supported further.
They will be joined for a week in February by their
daughter, Sarah Pickles, who is the third Trustee of
the LTPT.

Next visit to Capetown

NOT TOO LATE FOR
CHRISTMAS CARDS!

The hand print design is by
Amahle Mbara; the
greetings are in Africaans,
English and Xhosa as
shown in Newsletter 8.
The cost is £3.50 per pack
of 10, to be paid after
delivery to you in
November, so please let
us know if you would like
some of these cards.

Newsletters in 2014

These are scheduled for April, July,
September and November’


