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Burn-out at Dalukhanyo
A fire destroyed one of the three Dalukhanyo
buildings late in the afternoon of 29th January,
arising from an electrical fault. At the end of
school nobody was hurt, but the building is
unusable and cots, mattresses, a fridge and
microwave, a heater, a small stock of
tracksuits and many learning materials were
all lost.
Several visits to the pre-school by concerned
officials followed the event. This is one of two
'informal 'buildings, which has not been able to
be covered by insurance.
The Minister for Social Development visited
twice and has indicated that the Government
will replace the building, however to do so will
take some time so all the children are now
being housed with some difficulty in the
remaining two buildings.
A real sadness is that much of the destroyed
material was donated by Maya Spencer,
following her fund-raising initiative in
California and Cape Town (see Newsletter 10).
On 27th February the three LTPT Trustees,
Pam and Gordon Gaddes and Sarah Pickles
and one of our two Patrons, Dr Robert Parsons
MBE, all visited the Pre-School and later had a
working lunch at the Eziko Restaurant. Much
time was spent on the implications of the fire
and the way forward for Dalukhanyo when it is
able to occupy its adjacent land, which is
likely to be available soon. This stage of
development could involve funding from LTPT.

VEGETABLES EXTENDED TO NOMONDE PRE-SCHOOL
The aim of the Trust is to support pre-schooling
in the Langa Township in Cape Town and to date
all of the work has helped the biggest, the
Dalukhanyo Pre-School where currently, of the
150 pupils, 62 have free places because of their
family circumstances.
The weekly delivery of vegetables by the
Townships Abalami Micro-farm project has been
especially well received at this school and we
have been told that children arriving with signs
of malnutrition, within a month show improved
signs of better health.
We have decided, therefore, to extend the
scheme from this April to the nearby Nomonde
Pre-School, which looks after 80 children. This
means that 5 boxes will be delivered to this
pre-school, where there are 80 children, and the
weekly 10 boxes will be maintained for
Dalukhanyo, where numbers range from 150 to
180. Our photo shows Nonzukiso Kiva, the cook
at Dalukhanyo, overviewing her daily 'cauldron'
of soup.

AN
UNSUNG
HERO
Whilst we were in Cape Town it was possible to
have a good chat with Jenny Dick of the Cape
Town diocesan initiative, Hope Africa. It was
very encouraging to learn of her optimism that
funding for some of the Dalukhanyo staff will
continue for the next twelve months. Also she
and the Diocese stand ready to launch an
appeal to re-stock the burnt-out babies and
toddlers building, once this has been replaced.

Gordon
reports:
'During
two
afternoons
in
March, along with
Pam, I interviewed
Clarence
Mahamba in his
Langa
home.
Clarence, aged 76,
is the Chairman of
the
Dalukhanyo
and Nomonda PreSchools and a veteran highly respected for his
work over several decades during the Apartheid
period. All being well his story, along with a
number of other stories, will be included in a book
I'm producing and aiming to publish in Summer
2015 - not a good title, but the working title for the
time-being is West Cape Reflections.

CHRISTMAS SUPPER PARTY AT ST.PAUL'S
Held on 6th December in St. Paul's
Church Hall, Hemel Hempstead, this
Party was organised by the Langa
Township Pre-School Trust on behalf of
the Dalukhanyo Pre-School. A very
happy occasion was attended by 55
people, including 25 from the Parish of
St. Mary and St. Paul most of whom are
Friends of LTPT.
The aims were to have some fun, a good
meal and to raise money for the PreSchool. All were achieved! Central to
the fun was the excellent Duo 'One
Night Stand', Paul and Vicky who had
come from Cardiff to perform so
brilliantly for us. It is very rare to see so
many people getting up so quickly to
dance and jig, as happened that
evening. Paul is the son of John and
Janice Ashton, LTPT Friends from Highfield Lane; Janice worked hard to get together her party of 25 for
the evening.
Central to the excellent meal, a three-course Supper, was the superb work of our volunteer chef Andrew
Doran, supported valiantly in the Kitchen by Yvonne and Brian Doran, two LTPT Friends. We are most
grateful to them for the gift of their skills and time and patience to help make this all such a success.
One of the highlights of the evening, following the usual Raffle, was led by Brian, a 'heads and tails',
elimination laugh where the final person standing got a bottle of champagne. ’The contribution to
LTPT funds was £402

CHRISTMAS CARD
2014
Our Second Annual Golf
Tournament
will be held at Whipsnade Park Golf Club on 14th
July. The state of early bookings is good, 24
players, so we hope we can do as well as last year
when 40 players joined us for a very happy day,
during which £1,500 was raised for our charity.

Last year’s card was a design by Jeff Wallis based on a hand print by Amahle Mbara, a Dalukhanyo
Pre-School pupil. Christmas and New Year greetings were in Afrikaans, English and Xhosa.
We ordered 500 cards, all of which were used and financially the project broke even. Favourable
comments were received, so we are encouraged to produce another card for 2014.
The design this time will be based on the photo above, taken by See-Saw-Do, following their project
with Old Mutual to decorate the pre-schools in Langa Township (see Newsletter 8).

RESTAURANT 65: A FINAL MEAL

CHELTENHAM COLLEGE
Tom Richardson, the Head of Rugby, recently
e‑mailed us as follows: 'I would like to discuss the
possibility of associating your charity with our
Rugby Tour to South Africa and a fund-raising
evening that we have planned', this at the wish of
the boys involved.
Pam and Gordon Gaddes met Tom and will attend
the Dinner at the College on 2nd May, where
Gordon will present slides and speak for a few
minutes; also it is possible that he will speak then
or later to all the students at one of their morning
Chapel assemblies.
We will be able to write more about this very
welcome initiative in June's Newsletter.

PROVISIONAL DIARY DATES
14 July

Annual Golf Tournament
Whipsnade Park Golf Club

25 July

Evening Reception Talk & Annual Report

25 Sept

Subscription Dinner

12 Dec

Christmas Party

22 Jan

Subscription Dinner

Further details in the June Newsletter

On 22 January twenty two people, including
Councillor Penny Hearn, the Worshipful Mayor
of Dacorum, and her Consort husband Stephen,
had an enjoyable dinner, cooked by Grant
Young and served by his wife Gina and her staff.
Drinks and a chat preceded an excellent three
course meal and Councillor Hearn wished LTPT
well and commented on her experience of
really worthwhile work for others by charity
groups in the Borough of Dacorum. The evening
was also a financial success contributing £220
to LTPT funds. Sadly, we now have heard that
Grant has sold his restaurant, so a very special
feature of dining out in Hemel Hempstead has
been lost to us all.

LTPT April 2013/ March 2014
FINANCIAL OUTTURN
The final accounts will be drawn up soon, then
audited and will be available with a report in July.
LTPT is in a sound position financially, with
around £7000 as an end of year balance, which
is good because early in April we paid £2000 for
the micro-farm vegetables for the next six
months for the two pre-schools. Also, there will
be a sizable call on funds to finance new
tracksuits and fleecies this April/May, as the
Cape Town winter approaches. A further
shopping list of improvements is currently being
costed, which we hope will help Dalukhanyo,
and will be reported on in the next Newsletter.
Langa Township Pre-School Trust UK
91 Highfield Lane,
Hemel Hempstead
Herts. HP2 5JE
Tel: 01442 257920
email: chairman@ltpt.org.uk
www.ltpt.org.uk

