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New Classrooms
for Dalukhanyo
Pre-School

Disastrous Fire
of 2014

On 29th January after school
hours an electrical fault caused
the destruction of one of the two
informal structures in the three
building Dalukhanyo Pre-School
and all the contents, including a
stock of tracksuits (Newsletter
11). Such a building is
uninsurable. A real sadness was
that much of the destroyed
material had been donated by
Maya Spencer, a Californian
with relatives in Cape Town.
Maya, following a visit to Langa,
had raised Rand 26,000 to
purchase rugs, mattresses,
sheets, blinds, bookshelves,
storage cabinets and
kitchenware (Newsletter 10). All
went up in smoke but is now
being replaced

The burnt-out building has
been replaced by three small
units, which are used for the
different age groups of the
youngest children. The
buildings and some of the
furnishings have been paid for
by the Government of South
Africa, as has the redeveloped
play area.  Some more
equipment, a new fencing
perimeter and a new Pre-
School outdoor sign are to be
paid for by the £4,000
donation from Cheltenham
College, which has been held
in reserve until the completion
of the new buildings. LTPT was
able to facilitate the
development, which was being
delayed because both the the
Dalukhanyo and the Nomonde
Pre-Schools seemed to be
occupying the land with
‘unofficial permission’.

The Ministry of Social
Development were not
prepared to spend the money
on the new building without
Dalukhanyo having an official
lease to occupy the land.
Having no funds to pay for this
Yolisa, the Pre-School
Administrator, e-mailed LTPT
with the problem and we
happily paid for the leasehold
applications for both
Dalukhanyo and Nomonde to
enable the project to proceed.

Looking forward the second
informal structure, made of
badly weathered planking, will
need to be replaced and LTPT
will consider how this further
development can be financed.
A number of options will be
explored during the coming
year and it is hoped that there
will be an answer by 2017.



On Tuesday 26th May 2015 Minister
Bathabile Dlamini, who has covered the
Social Development portfolio in the
Republic of South Africa since 2010 and
was Secretary General of the ANC
Women’s League from  1998 to 2008,
opened the new classrooms

The Minister had visited Dalukhanyo
several times shortly after the 2014
February fire and had undertaken to
replace the lost facility. Now she is
officially opening the new development,
which includes three small classrooms
and also a jungle gym in the play area.
On a rain-sodden, but well-attended day
the anticipated outdoor ceremony had
been moved indoors to the main
building, which was crammed with
people.

 Trying to shelter from the rain, part
of the crowd includes the Anglican
Bishop ..............., who serves within
the Diocese of Cape Town.  The new
buildings shine across the rain-swept
ground, with a forlorn refreshment
table and three baby carriages taking
shelter!

The Official Opening
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Dalukhanyo Pre-School Leaders at the Ceremony
Serving Langa Pre-School for a Quarter of a Century

Top left: Clarence Mahamba,
Chairman since 1991
Top right: Joyce Ndlwana,
Principal since 1991
Left: Yolisa Gqirana,
Administrator and long-standing organiser


