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Mahamba Building Officially Opened

On 23rd September a party of six LTPT Friends
visited the Township for the Opening of the
Mahamba Building and presentation of copies of
‘Cape Town Stories’. The Friends were Sheila and
Campbell McLelland, Linda and Brooke Richardson,
Rosina Pocock and Gordon Gaddes

Gordon presents a copy of ‘Cape Town Stories’ to Yolisa Gqirana

The main book presentation was over lunch at a
Langa Township restaurant and books were
presented to those featuring in different stories:
Clarence Mahamba (An Unsung Hero), Yolisa
Gqirana, the volunteer administrator (Ladies at
Work) and Joyce, Lillian and Ruth the head
teachers at the Dalukhanyo and Nomonde PreSchools (Ladies at Work).
Later, at a festive and well-attended ceremony to
open the Mahamba Building at the Dalukhanyo
Pre-School, attended by local leaders and lasting
nearly two hours, we were treated to prayers and
wonderful singing, including gospel. The series of
speeches in Xhosa, spoken by 99% of the people in
Langa, clearly were very complimentary towards
Clarence Mahamba, but there were competing
political undertones, picked up partly for us by an
excellent interpreter who summarised each speech.

Top Table –moving introductory hymn in Xhosa

We have been informed that the demolition of the
old wooden building led to the scuttling away of
rats and large cockroaches! The replacement
three classroom and toilet block is a wonderful
addition for the pre-school and the people are
filled with delight to have received it. Paid for by
the Pam Gaddes Memorial Fund this fund, when
it closes at the end of this year will have raised
£32,000, most of which will have been used to
cover the project costs of £31,000 (builder and
architect; safety, health and insurance costs; lease
fees; and ‘Cape Town Stories’ publishing costs).

New building - view through the play area

A plaque designed by our Jeff Wallis was presented
to Mr Mahamba for hanging inside, but we will
arrange for the external hanging of a wrought iron
‘Mahamba Building’ sign with an appropriate weather
resistant and explanatory commemoration plaque.

BREXIT, and the resulting fall in the value of
sterling, led to an extra cost of £2000, but all costs
will have been covered by the Memorial Fund
through donations, gift aid, profits from events
and the book sales.
The Trust would like to thank Grant Heyns of
Affordable Building Solutions and Clarence Kenny
of Chronax Pty Ltd for their work in the speedy
design and completion of this new building, the
design having been submitted to LTPT by the
Architect on 18th January 2016. The building work
started on 17th June after careful clearance with
the authorities in the context of safely and health
and public liability considerations and national
standards and building regulations. It proceeded
during some heavy periods of rain, in what is the
Cape Town winter season, and was completed for
acceptance by the building inspector and by LTPT,
as the funder, on 16th September.

Clarence Mahamba receives commemoration plaque

More pictures from the opening day

Gordon and Clarence

LTPT UK visitors with Clarence and Yolisa

Children getting ready to sing at the opening

Langian undergraduates study ‘Trust and Family Gaddes’

Our Chromax Pty builder,
Clarence Kenny and his wife, Nadia

Liesel Mayne of Baobab Travel receives ‘Cape Town Stories’

Cape Town Stories
Apartheid – its effects and its
ending

Future of the Trust
With much work ahead, and the Trust approaching
the sixth anniversary of its conception, there is
much still to do. Three new Trustees will join us
shortly and we will apply to the Charity
Commission for registration in November. A full
report on this, following the first meeting with the
new Trustees , will be given in the December issue
of our newsletter, by which time the annual report
for 2015/16 will also have been despatched to LTPT
Friends following the annual audit.

Subscription Dinner 20th Oct
An invitation to this event on 20th October had
been issued to Hemel Hempstead’s MP, The Rt
Hon Mike Penning MP, Minister of State for
Defence, who has a previous engagement but we
received this encouraging reply from him:
“Dear Gordon

Forthcoming Events
Thursday 20 October, Subscription Dinner, Red
Lion Water End, 7 for 7.30: 3 course dinner, wine
included, £30. 10 places left.
Saturday 3 December, LTPT Christmas Party, St
Paul’s Church Hall, 7 onwards, 2 course supper,
‘70s and 80’s’ dancing to Mick Flynn’s My
Generation Band, Pay Bar, ticket £15 – great fun
promised.
Thursday 9 February, Subscription Dinner,
Alberto’s, High Street, 7 for 7.30: 3 course dinner,
wine include, £30

Many thanks for your letter, and invitation, of
3rd September and can I firstly say what a
fantastic scheme the Langa Township PreSchool Trust is and I am really impressed to
see the work on the ground that has been
done, and is shown in your leaflet.
I am really sorry that I cannot attend the
Dinner on 20th October as I have already
taken on engagements on that night.
However, I do wish you every success and if
you feel there is any way I can help promote
the excellent work you do, please don't
hesitate to contact me.
Yours Sincerely
Mike Penning

Langa Township Pre-School Trust UK
91 Highfield Lane,
Hemel Hempstead
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